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Free ride: Europe’s cities ranked for freebies

European city Free attractions Free tours Free events Free city WiFi Free accommodation Free water Score
1 London 275 14 980 726,624 175,990 1 100,00
2 Paris 283 27 686 391,855 205,926 1 92,11
3 Berlin 543 22 277 86,303 112,094 1 72,47
4 Madrid 85 55 272 165,995 86,413 1 66,75
5 Amsterdam 407 12 649 128,950 39,727 1 64,97
6 Milan 324 10 646 211,507 46,070 1 63,93
7 Barcelona M7 16 771 176,253 74,234 1 62,71
8 Lisbon 188 52 95 50,820 21,014 1 55,43
9 Rome 224 9 267 235,643 58,306 1 53,17
10 Krakow 409 22 2 23,286 37,786 1 51,32
1" Prague 283 " 70 97,726 44,397 1 46,38
12 Dublin 138 5 484 72,640 32,846 1 45,42
13 Warsaw 295 6 12 44,163 74,367 1 45,17
14 Brussels 153 10 137 127,546 40,962 1 42,80
15 Munich 108 3 264 101,235 53,274 1 41,57
16 Moscow 43 21 1 277,688 188,626 0 38,34
17 Venice 51 8 431 24,583 11,214 1 38,24
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How the ranking works

The European cities included in the study were those which had the highest number of arrivals in the MasterCard 2016 and Euromonitor 2017 reports.

Ranking factors

1. Free attractions: the number of free attractions in each city all year round. Source: TripAdvisor

2. Free events: the number of free culture and business events in each city. Source: Eventbrite

3. Free water: the cities with drinkable tap water (with 1 indicating ‘yes’ and 0 indicating ‘no’). Source: multiple

4. Free tours: the number of free tours available in each city. Source: Freetour.com

5. Free Wi-Fi: the number of free Wi-Fi hotspots available in each city. Source: Wiman

6. Free accommodation: the number of hosts offering free lodging in each city. Source: Couchsurfing
Scoring

e  Factors were weighted equally

e  Each factor was standardized and scored using a scale of 0-1

e An average score was calculated for each city

e The final scores were standardized from 0 - 100, with O being the lowest score, and 100 the highest


https://newsroom.mastercard.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/FINAL-Global-Destination-Cities-Index-Report.pdf
https://go.euromonitor.com/Top_100_City_Destinations_WTM_Form_Download.html?utm_campaign=EV-WE2017-World%20Travel%20Market%20(WTM)&utm_medium=Blog&utm_source=Blog
https://www.tripadvisor.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/
https://www.freetour.com/
https://www.wiman.me/
https://www.couchsurfing.com/

